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doubt but he found his account in it; for by gain-
ing a reputation to his agents, and at the same time
keeping them at his command, for the sake of the
illuminations which they gained from him, he had
them always at his hand, ready to do or undertake
anything, however black, which, in the course of
their witchcrafts, came in their way. We shall find
some flaming examples of this kind very quickly.

But for the present let us keep to our Arab as a
sample or instance of the ordinary way of such peo-
ple in their future correspondences ; hitherto you
see the Devil very assistant, and, in his way, oblig-
ing to the last degree, to his new acquaintance the
Arab. I will, for the present, suppose he had no
other correspondent, at least not in Pharaoh's court,
nor was there any need of another ; but you are to
suppose he had more such, or such like, in other places.

He had, it seems, found out the way to make
himself necessary to the Arab, so that the doctor
could not bear the thoughts of wanting his constant
assistance: the sense of this puts the Arab upon
proposing to him, that for the future the Devil
should be so favourable to him as always to come to
him whenever he had occasion, and this without
obliging him to go into the desert and up the hill,
in search of him, which many times the extraordi-
nary demands of the court would not admit, nor
allow him time for.

If the Devil did concede this favour, which was
more than he granted to Ali Albrahazen (for he
obliged him to come to the palm-tree, walk so many
times about it, call aloud so many times upon him
every circle he made) before he would come ; I say,
if he yielded to this at the desire of his acquaint-
ance the Arab, it was certainly for the great ends
which were to follow.

Upon his new proposal, measures were stated be-
tween them that upon such and such formal ma-